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Visualizing Policy Networks and Elucidating Political Power Structures: An
Application of Discourse Network Analysis

Yamamoto, Hidehiro
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In this research, I used discourse network analysis to visualize the

interrelationships between claims on policy issues and related actors. Regarding the consumption tax
hike, when the decision was made to raise the tax to 8% in 2012, it was possible to clearly show
the conflict of issues: those in favor of raising the tax for social security, such as Prime
Minister Noda and DPJ leaders, and those in opposition, including non-mainstream elements of the DPJ
who advocated for cutting fiscal spending and cited a lack of public understanding. Regarding the
postponement of the tax hike to 10% in 2014, while there were some groups, mainly within the ruling
LDP leadership, that favored an immediate tax hike, there was cautious discourse from Prime Minister
Abe. 1 was able to illustrate the political power structure based on the relationships between the
conflicting issues and the actors involved in the conflict.
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