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We studied endometriosis-associated ovarian cancer (ovarian clear cell
carcinoma) with a focus on the mechanism of carcinogenesis. We analysed previously published data
and found that the time between the diagnosis of endometriosis and the diagnosis of ovarian cancer
was short. This suggests that carcinogenesis from a benign endometriotic cyst is unlikely. In
ovarian clear cell carcinoma cases, uterine endometrium and endometriosis were often associated with

PIK3CA mutations unrelated to the ovarian tumour, suggesting the presence of abnormal DNA repair
mechanisms in the carcinogenesis.
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