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The Tokyo Imperial University lost most of the library collections in fire
disaster caused by the Great Kanto Earthquake of 1923. Eikokushoshi Collection is one of the
University®s rare books selections donated by the British Government in 1929. The collection
illustrates the history of English books from the late 15th to the early 20th century. Focusing on
the cultural significance of book production, the present study investigates the bookbinding
structures to look at how bindings have developed over four centuries. Bookbinding database is
created for the investigation. The study identifies the basis of criteria for book selections at
that time, and reveals that the collection contains many works by famous bookbinders and binding

workshops.
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