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A Study of the Concept of Legitimacy of Musical Performing Arts in Shoichi Ozawa
: The Case of the LP Record Collection "Document / Itinerant Arts of Japan"

SUZUKI, Seiko
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In the 1970s, at the request of Victor"s director Katsumori Ichikawa, actor

Shoichi Ozawa created a LP disc collection entitled "Document : Itinerant Arts of Japan". He
recorded spectacles which were faced with threats of extinction, such as vagabond musicians who were

ignored by many academic musicologists at that time. Shigetoshi Kawatake, professor of Japanese
theater history, stated in his lecture that the goddess Ame-no-Uzume, who performed an erotic dance
in front of the cave Ama-no-Iwato in Japanese imperial mythology, was the "first strip-tease
performer™ in Japan. This interpretation not only marks the liberation of imperial pre-war thought,
but also the legitimization of striptease. Furthermore, Kawatake®s disciple Gunji Masakatsu created
the category of Itinerant arts. This study clarified the process by which Ozawa incorporated these
avant-garde perspectives into his LP collection, resulting in a documentary record that explores his

identity as an actor.
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