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The characteristics of Osamu Dazai*s mid-career works include the extensive
use of animal metaphors and first-person narratives from female perspectives. These elements are
scarcely found in his early works but become more prevalent in his mid-career. While this study
aimed to explore the relationship between censorship and literary expression, it surfaced the
possibility that animals and women were employed in his works to express alienation from the wartime

regime, while avoiding punitive measures from censorship. By utilizing animals and women, it is
speculated that Dazai®s mid-career works addressed the issue of alienation, particularly stemming
from conscription during wartime. This investigation delved into a nuanced interpretation of his
works, diverging from a simplistic stance of either endorsing or opposing war.
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