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In this research, I examined the contents of the Japanese language textbooks

(""kokugo™ or national language) used in both the center of the Japanese empire and its peripheral
colonies, namely in Taiwan. The colonial government applied two types of textbooks to differentiate
the Japanese children who lived in Taiwan and the local children who were mostly ethnic Han Chinese.
At the same time, | also examined the contents of other colonial territories (Korean peninsula,
Manchuria, Southeast Asian regions) and oversees Japanese textbooks for the immigrants (north
America). It is confirmed that both textbooks have made emphasis on strengthening the wartime
ideology after the outbreak of Sino-Japanese and Pacific wars. This emphasis became gradually
evidential when the empire involved in the wars deeper and deeper. Moreover, it is important to
point out that the educational contents for the colonized Han Chinese children seemed more drastic
than for the colonizers® children in similar topics.
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