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Foreigners and diplomats in 18th century France : case of the British
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This study attempts to clarify the relationship between foreigners and the
state in 18th century France in relation to the orderly formation of European international society
by examining the role of their fellow diplomats in overcoming the difficulties that foreigners in
early modern Europe faced because they were foreigners, whose treatment and rights were unclear in
both national and international law. By reading research documents on diplomatic history and the
history of international relations, as well as documents of foreign ministers collected in the
archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the suburbs of Paris, we have been able to understand

the diversity of issues in which foreigners sought protection from their own diplomats, the role
diplomats played as intermediaries and protectors in the maintenance of foreigners®™ property, and
the various forms of protection the state provided to its citizens who stayed or resided abroad.
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