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Applying Edmund Husserl’ s phenomenology to customary law, this research
aims to clarify the structure of consciousness called “ opinio juris,” which works as a standard to
distinguish between mere customs and customary laws. As a result, it turns out that opinion juris

is an evaluative and normative conviction founded on two sorts of evaluative intentionality. The
first is intentionality toward values which are to be guaranteed by norms themselves. The second is
intentionality toward values of ordering which originate from stabilized expectations for

norm-following as a general practice among community members. This research also identifies the
possibilities and tasks of a phenomenological approach to legal order.
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