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To examine the right to self-determination of the Okinawan peoples within
the framework of international human rights law, the study first delves into the historical
development of the right to self-determination in international law. It specifically focuses on the
discourse regarding internal self-determination, which has gained prominence in the wake of
decolonization, when the secession and independence resulting from ethnic conflicts and the global
movement by indigenous peoples to claim their rights arise.The study then examines the history of
Okinawa, with a particular focus on the disposition of Ryukyu, its period as a de-facto U.S.
military colony consolidated, and its reversion to Japan. The study concludes that up to the point
of reversion, the people of Okinawa could be seen as possessing the right to self-determination as
quasi "non-self-governing peoples® and that this provides a basis for claiming the right to internal

self-determination as distinct "peoples
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