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Education generally used to be provided for refugees through parallel
education systems, separate from the host country natives. However, given the protracted nature of
displacement, this approach is being viewed as impractical. Including refugees in the national
education system has been mainstreamed in many developing countries. The paper examines the effects
of this approach, which, in theory, can simultaneously improve the quality of education for both
refugees and the host communities. The study uses learning assessment data collected in West Nile,
Uganda. The results show that refugee pupils attending local schools do not perform differently in
English but score lower in math than those in donor-airded schools, while native pupils attending
local schools with higher refugee concentrations score lower in both English and math. Overall, the
evidence from Uganda, which is known as a showcase country in implementing this scheme, unveils both

potential and challenges.
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