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The most significant change in shrine precincts after the Meiji Restoration
was the distinction of land types and land use in accordance with the issuance of land tickets, and
with the exception of a few cases of complicated land ownership and leasing relationships, land use
within shrine precincts in Tokyo proceeded smoothly. The most important change in terms of "place
needed for rituals™ was the change in shrine offices. In half of the shrines in Tokyo, a person
different from the traditional Shinto priest was appointed as a priest, but with the exception of a
few priests who commuted from home, most of them lived in the shrine office of the shrine where they

worked. Although shrines and priests were separated, the framework of the shrine office remained,
so that the office space was not separated from the living space, and the priests continued to have
their living space within the shrine premises.
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