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Dispersal from the natal group is an important life history event of an
individual in the developmental process. Its timing is not only related to socio-ecological
conditions but also individual developmental level. In this project, | aimed to investigate a
species difference in female developmental rates between the two Pan species, bonobos and
chimpanzees, to examine developmental and socio-ecological factors affecting female dispersal
timings. As a result so far, | reported that female bonobos disperse at the early stage of puberty
by analyzing sex steroids from urine samples collected non-invasibly from wild female bonobos.
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