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Study on anti-AIDS drugs using fungal co-culture extracts
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The latent HIV reservoirs are activated by latency-reversing agents (LRA),
and LRA induce viral production in cells. The activated cells can be eliminated by apoptosis and
immune-mediated clearance. Thus far, clinically available LRA has not yet been developed. We
searched for LRA from natural sources and succeeded in isolating 20 compounds as LRA including three

new compounds from Stellera chamaejasme and Wikstroemia retusa and in synthesizing their
derivatives. Among these, we found better LRA than the known LRAs.
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