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Role of pneumococcal cell surface protein, BgaA, in the pathogenic process
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Streptococcus pneumoniae is known as a major causative agent of invasive
diseases such as pneumonia, meningitis, and sepsis. In this study, in vitro and In vivo assays were
performed to evaluate the role of BgaA as a virulence factor in sepsis. The results suggest that
BgaA functions as a multifunctional virulence factor that induces tissue damage and blood
coagulation in the host. In other words, the results suggest that BgaA may be an attractive target
for drug discovery and vaccine development to control pneumococcal infection.
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