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Chronic pain and sensory impairment in critically ill patients after discharge
from intensive care unit.
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An ambidirectional cohort study was conducted at 2 ICUs in Jaﬁan Critically

ill patients who required mechanical ventilation for > 24 hours, and were living at home for 6
months, participated in the study. Six months after discharge, we performed a mail survey by mail.
A questionnaire including a Pain detect questionnaire, sensory impairment questionnaire, and
EQ-5D-5L questionnaire. The prevalence of chronic pain was 0.69[95 CI 0.55-0.81], and the
prevalence of those with moderate or greater pain was 0.27[95 Cl 0.15-0.41]. The prevalence of
sensory impairment was 0.17 [0.05-0.30] for taste, 0.12 [0.04-0.25] for smell, 0.27 [0.16-0.42] for
hearing, and 0.23 [0.13-0.37] for vision, respectively. Any physical impairment was observed in 58%
of the patients. Further validation is needed to determine whether these physical dysfunctions are
attributable to ICU admission.
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