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WF2e Rk B O EE (£3C) : Formation mechanism of arsenic-contaminated groundwater,
extending in Asian countries, was studied in Bangladesh, Pakistan and Vietnam. In the
field of Bangladesh, As-bearing chlorite was the primary source, and it released As into
groundwater at the upper part of the Holocene aquifer via chemical weathering. Arsenic
was fixed in the chlorite in Punjab, Pakistan and in detrital minerals of river bed
sediments in the three countries. Thus, the mechanism observed in the Bangladesh must
be generalized as the very early stage of the As-contaminated groundwater in the Asian
countries.
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