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This research focused on Junior colleges and professional training colleges as
non—university higher education sectors and researched the characteristics of their
educational programs with three perspectives, namely “control of education” ,
“methodology of education” and “goals of education” . We aimed to reveal their
specialties with vocational education—oriented approach empirically in contrast with
academic—oriented one in universities. Moreover, as policy scientific research we
searched the possibilities of national qualifications frameworks in order to improve
social cognition for non—university education system and their quality assurance.

Further, we conducted field studies of non—university higher education institutions
abroad. On commencement of this research, we have created four classifications including
the “national license sector” , the “industrial sector” , the “commerce and business
We did more field surveys
domestic and abroad and revealed their mutual aspects and differentiated trends of their

curriculum. Secondly, based on these results we surveyed teaching staff and institutions

sector” and the “design, contents and others sector” .

of junior colleges and professional training colleges nationwide. Through this survey,
we clarified the formation of various competencies such as excellence in vocational
practice, academic activities, educational qualification and management ability. We
found unique operational style of each type of institution. Finally, we did graduate
survey focusing their careers and evaluating their graduating colleges.

During this research period we held several international seminars at each research
stage such as kickoff point, a halfway point and closing points and also had opportunities
to present our research results through academic meetings of Japan Association of Higher
Education Research and so on.
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