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WFZER R OMEEE (330) : In the post—neoliberal Latin America, while in some countries the
party system has been more unstable, in others it has become stable. The different timing
of starting neoliberal reforms made this difference. In the stabilizing cases, neoliberal
reforms were put in practice before the transition to democracy, and the left forces,
critical of neoliberal reforms, expanded their presence in political arena as part of
the driving forces for the transition to democracy, becoming one of the supports of the
party system after the democratization. On the other hand, in destabilizing cases, party
politics were the mainstay of neoliberal reforms after transition to democracy or in a
traditional bipartisan system. Once these reforms reached certain level of advance and
when the criticism against the neoliberalism gained more popular support, in the party
system there existed no leftist parties which could have attracted those opposed to
neoliberalism.
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