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Disturbance of forests and local environmental conservation in montane mainland Sout
heast Asia

Takeda, Shinya

21,600,000 6,480,000

We monitored swidden cultivation and forest fallow management in a Karen village i
n Myanmar and a Khmu village in Laos. Monitoring was conducted between 2002 and 2013 and covered a full sw
idden cycle through GPS mapping, interviews with swidden farmers, and on-site observation. Swidden farming
is found throughout the mountains of mainland Southeast Asia; however, there is a current preference for
the use of other land-use systems. The recent trend toward a market economy has forced the people and fore
sts in the mountains of Myanmar and Laos to undergo various changes as they integrate into the world marke
t. We discuss the changes taking place in the relationship between the local people and their swidden cul
tivation system. We also examine the possibility of stabilizing swidden cultivation in the study areas to
ensure a future in which the swidden farmers are able to live with a sense of security.
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