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The aims of this study are to digitize the tape recordings of Okinawa and Amami folk
song for preservation, which late Koizumi Fumio, a professor of Tokyo University of the
Arts has collected from the 1960's to the 1980s, to prepare the environment for a musical
archive, and to try to find a new way for the historical study through the folk songs.

Four years of the study period, we completed the digitization of about 1300 cassette tapes,
and integrated into one hard disk. For visual materials, we completed to convert from
old-fashioned 27 winding reels to disks of DVD standard. To search for data of all the
documents, we have created a register of each medium of recordings.

Based on a part of the materials, we tried to historical study of Okinawan folk song. As a
result, during these 30 years, a number of pieces has not been inherited even in the same
village, in the performance of the songs that are inherited, it is observed that there is a

tendency that the tempo has become very slow and the pitch has become lower.
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