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This study is atheoretical attempt to analyze linguistic phenomena related with focus and scope using the
theoretical apparatus of syntax, semantics, and phonology, and to examine the theoretica analysis
empirically in light of phonetic experiments and research based on corpus.

The specific linguistic phenomena dealt with here include: topic constructions, (specificational) cleft
constructions, various constructions involving WH expressions, quantificational constructions, negative
constructions. We will study the close interaction between the syntactic and semantic factors related with
focus and scope on the one hand and phonological factors such as intonation. In proceeding with the
actual analyses, theoretically-designed phonetic experiments will be incorporated in syntactic analysis.
Also considered will be linguistic variation manifested in these factual areas.
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