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A disk incorporating synthetic akaganeite that is highly specific to phosphate (P) was
devised and tested. The amount of P taken up by the disk was a better measure for
plant-available P in greenhouse soils rich in P than the amount of P extracted by
conventional dilute sulfuric acid method. The importance of exchangeable K,
selectivity for K and charge fraction of adsorbed K was suggested for evaluating
available K. But non-exchangeable K was utilized in some soils.
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