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The colonization patterns of microarthropods were examined in arboreal and soil
microhabitats of a Cryptomeria japonica plantation by using litter bags. The variation
in leaf-litter mass among litter bags increased markedly with increasing
decomposition in the soil, and was smaller in the arboreal environment. Soil
microarthropods were suggested to be more affected by successional changes because
of faster decomposition of the litter, whereas arboreal microarthropods by seasonal
changes because of slower decomposition processes.

Comparative analyses revealed that (1) the species diversity of arboreal spider
communities in canopies was influenced by the structural complexity of the foliage; (2)
arboreal spider communities differed more distinctly between the layers of the C.
Jjaponica than L. kaempferi canopy, mainly due to the difference in the resource quality
(living or dead foliage); (3) the community composition of spiders on the forest floor
differed between tree species as well as between the canopy and forest floor in both
stands, primarily due to the structural complexity of habitats.
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