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Bone is one of the most preferential sites for cancer metastasis; however, the precise mechanisms are
still unclear. An increasing body of evidence suggests that cancers contain a small subset of their own
stem-like cells called cancer stem cells (CSCs), which play critical roles in the initiation, maintenance
and relapse of tumors. In this study, we studied the role of CSCs in cancer metastasis to bone. Flow
cytometric analysis revealed the existence of CSC marker—positive cells in several kinds of cancer cell
lines. Those cells exhibited some of the CSC-like properties in vitro and in vivo. However, the
bone—metastatic potential of side population (SP) cells, which has been shown to enrich CSCs in several
types of cancer, was similar to that of non—SP cells. Further studies are required to clarify the
contribution of CSCs to cancer bone metastasis.
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