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This project aims to research how universities and other schools create the date rape
prevention programs in the United States and compare the notions of violence and
masculinities between in the society of Japan and the US. Researchers visited one NPO
and three universities —Men Can Stop Rape, University of California, Berkeley,
Stanford University and Colombia University- in the past three years, and interviewed
people working at each organization. We also collected official documents all the
organizations published as well.

We find that (1) student dormitories work as a central part of the date rape
prevention programs in the US. (2) This comes not only from the fact that most of
college students are staying in dorms in the US, but also from the fact that dorms can
work as effective learning places to teach how to prevent sexual assaults. (3) Those
programs rather aim to create leaders who can educate their peers to prevent violence.
(4) Programs offered by NPOs and universities are very specific and especially focused
on how not to be “by standers” of the violence, but to be subjective preventers of
violence. (5) Programs aim not only to stop single violence but also to change the
cultural meanings of the notion of dominant “masculinities” in the society.
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