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This study explores how refugee scholars who fled the spread of fascism in Europe in the
1930s and 1940s transplanted their ideas and thoughts into the American soil through the
personal and intellectual networks formed between them and American intellectuals in and
after the Second World War. With a fresh look at such diverse areas as social sciences,
literature, and cinema, we closely examine the intricate process of transmission and
hybridization of ideas. We try to show how this process took place in the politically
volatile milieu under the shadow of the Cold War and how their experiences of surviving
in an uncertain situation made them particularly responsive to the fluidity of the
international situation and motivated them to pursue a new path in their academic inquiry
as well as their creative activities. Just as they crossed national, linguistic and
cultural borders in their personal lives, they crossed disciplinary borders and came to
their academic or creative maturity, transforming themselves from refugees into
cosmopolitan scholars in the USA.
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