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Dealing with the art criticisms and the artistic thoughts in the period of the “Belle
Epoque” , we aimed at throwing a positivist light on the forming process of the French
avant—garde movements at the beginning of the 20th century. For that object, we were
convinced that it was necessary to investigate the relationship between the artistic world
and the literary one, among painters, art critics, collectors and dealers, having under
consideration the contemporary publishing culture, social movements and international
influences.

We held up as our target of 3 years to accumulate referential material, to consolidate
our international joint research regime and to announce officially the result of our study.
Regarding the referential accumulation, we have achieved the target we fixed three years
ago.

In the last year (2011), we invited Daniel DELBREIL, professor in University of Paris
TIT (Nouvelle Sorbonne) to Kyoto for the purpose to organize his conferences in University
of Doshisha and in Kyoto—Saga University of Arts and to hold more intimate scientific
meetings with him. Throughout these precious occasions, we estimate that the amicable
cooperation was successfully reinforced between French and Japanese scholars.
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