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The /t is that-clause construction is structurally similar to the
No da-construction in that the copula takes a nominalized clause as its complement. Due
to its structural similarities, the /t /s that-clause construction corresponds well with the
No da-construction semantically. The syntactic, semantic and pragmatic properties of
the /t is that-clause construction, however, have not yet been fully elucidated. The
semantic and functional characteristics of the /t is that-clause construction have been
cross-linguistically borne out by comparison with the Ao da-construction in Japanese in
this project. We have endeavored to clarify some characteristics of various English
constructions corresponding to the Ao da-construction as theoretically as possible,
referring to collected linguistic data. A unified account of the No da-construction and its
equivalent constructions in English has also made it possible to pierce straight to the
heart of the Mo da-construction. In other words, we have compared and contrasted both
languages from a common viewpoint to clarify the similarities and the differences of the
process of expressing the object of cognition or consciousness.
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it that

(1a-b)

D) a. “I'm sorry | broke the vase.”
“UThat! It}s all right.”
b.
/

(1a)
it (1b)

(2a) (3a)

(2) a. “What is that noise?” “/t’s Jimmy
playing the piano.”

(3) a. I didn't mean to upset you. /t'’s
just that | had to tell somebody.

(2a) (small clause) NP
V-ing (3a) that

(2a) S be
NP V-ing (3a) Itis that

(4a)
(4) a. Thank you for permission to visit

Julia — | take it that silence
means consent.

b. Julia

(4a) take it that
(4b)
(4a)
S take it that

(5a) It is not that
(6a) Notthat (7a)
Which is it (8a) {Why / How} is
it that

(5) a. That spirit seemed to have
dissipated by the end of the decade.
It is not that we were not
successful. We were.
b. 10

(6) a. Where were you last night? Not
that | care, of course.

(7) a. So which is it. is there progress or
isn't there?

(8) a. {Whyl How} is it that Mary is not
happy?

(9a) now that
(10a) inthat

(99 a. We can expect milder weather,
now that spring is here.

(10) a. We are fortunate /n that we have
really good Kkids to work with.

(1)-(10)

(3a) It is
that
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S be (that)
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it
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(2011) what kind of =)
what kind of {a/an}

(=(8))

@) What kind of dinosaur is that?
(8) What kind of a dinosaur is that?

“idiot”
what kind of what
kind of {a/an}

“mother”
what kind of what kind of {a/an}
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It is like
It is not like

(=(10b))

(10) a.

(10a)

The way of raising your chances
of being lucky is through creating
more opportunities for yourself,
and persistence is one way of
doing that. It's like the more
lottery tickets you've bought, and
the more tickets you have, the
more likely you are to win the
lottery. This is lotto. (J. Rothman,
Hollywood in Wide Angle. How
Directors View Filmmaking)

“Kara was a little bit too quick
for me today,” said Radcliffe. “I
knew she was in good shape but
I was surprised that she was
running that fast. But | was
thinking ‘don’t panic’ because it
was not like | was running that
slow.”( The Guardian, 2007/09/01)
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Itis like like
(14) 1t is like “l swear” “lI mean”
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“No (da)” ni Talosuru Eigo no Kobun
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