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by the way, now, loo
k, well, oh

This research studies the functions of discourse markers. So-called discourse mar
kers are linguistic itmes which are used to organize the information and topics in ongoing conversation or
discourse and/or to express a variety of the speaker”(writers™) attitudes toward what is said. They are v
ery important when the hearers or the readers try to understand the speakers® or writers® real intentions.
Several discourse markers, such as by the way, oh, now, look, and well, can be used when the speakers ar
e trying to change ongoing topics. However, there are clear differences in function among these linguistic
items. | closely examined the contexts where the specific discourse markers are frequently used and what
roles these words play in discourse and what are differences in function among these discourse markers whi

ch are used in similar discourse slots.
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and, moreover, also,
furthermore, besides
(but, however, nevertheless
) by the way,
now, anyway, okay, look, well
now, okay, well,
look

oh, ah, uh

look, now, y’know, you see, okay, I
mean
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(oh, ah, huh, um )

now, look,
okay, you see, you know, I mean, you know
what

look

(by the
way, okay, now, anyway, look, well )

(well, oh, okay, you know
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