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In this project we conducted field work on several multilingual communities in Japan
in order compare aspects of language acquisition and language contact in them. These
were the “long—term” community of the Westerners of the Ogasawara (Bonin) Islands who
use English, the “mid-term” community of the Taiwanese of Ishigaki Island (Okinawa)
who use the Min—nan dialect of Chinese, and the “short—term” community of the
Indonesians in Ooarai-machi, Ibaraki Prefecture who use the Minahasa dialect. Because
the third community was devastated by the Great Tohoku Tsunami of March 2011, we also
conducted research on the “short—term” multilingual community of Iga—-Ueno in Mie
Prefecture.
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Among our finding were the following.
(1) Contrary to popular belief it is not
the newer communities in which Mixed
Language phenomena are found, but rather
older more established ones. (2) In the
mid—term community we found, not Mixed
Language, but rather differentiate usage
The Japanese used by first—generation
Taiwanese migrants to Ishigaki showed
features common to other naturally
acquired varieties of Japanese, but its
incorporation of linguistic
characteristics from the contact variety
“Uchinaa Yamatu Guchi” made their
variety unique. (3) In the short-term
community of Ooarai, adults still struggle
with Japanese, but bilingualism is
increasing among their children raised in
Ibaraki. The Iga-Ueno community differs
from the Ooarai community in that the
non—native speakers in Mie must use
Japanese as a Lingua Franca to community
with foreigners who do not speak the same
language.
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