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WIEER R OBEEE (J£30) : This study analyzed social changes in the Chang Jiang basin of
China in the nineteenth century, focusing on the claims and policies of Taiping army and
their adversary, the Xiang army led by Zeng Guofan. The Taiping movement was
influenced by Christian evangelical revivalism and undertook a "civilizing mission" which
led it to attack Chinese traditional culture. Chinese intellectuals respecting "moderation"
could not accept the aggressive thought and actions of the Taiping leaders, causing local
Chinese elites to oppose the Taiping even though they had serious reservations with the
Manchu-led Qing government.
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