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Under this research project, a series of interviews have been conducted with legal
advisors of major States’ permanent missions to the United Nations for the purpose of
finding the legal requirements for a UN Security Council resolution or a paragraph thereof
to have a legally binding effect. As a result, it is found that contrary to the prevailing
opinions of the writers, decisions (paragraphs starting with “decides” in a resolution
adopted under Chapter VII of the UN Charter) are not the only cases where they have a
legally binding effect; demands (paragraphs starting with “demands” in a resolution
adopted under Chapter VII) are also legally binding nowadays according to the views of
major States.
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