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In the Philippine politics, Civil Society Organizations (SCOs) are said to be active

promoters and responsive players of democracy. Most scholarship appreciates the positive
commitment of the CSOs to democratization and its consolidation. In fact, many CSOs
became eligible participants in the policy making and implementing processes. In contrast,
however, the traditional politics are still so strong that CSOs are contained in the
conventional political context. Furthermore, some SCOs contribute to maintenance of
traditional political structure. This research examines this issue focusing on poverty-

related matters and policies.
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