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This study theoretically examines the forming and management of region brands as well
as the concept of region—brand policies and conducts a comparative study of region—brand
policies of self-governing bodies throughout Japan.

The study clarified that regional policies can also serve as region brands and that the
concept of region-brand policy is useful for explaining policy innovation of
self-governing bodies.

Furthermore, we successfully obtained new knowledge about the functions and effects that
an original policy system in a particular area that is prefixed with the region name
achieves as a region brand.
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