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This research has explored the relationships between market integrations and its backgrounds, such
as changes in standards of living, institutions and skills, in the UK and Japan, in the process of
industrialization, by investigating newly collected sources and materials. Relatively new analytical
methods, such as time—series statistics, have been used for its purposes. Regarding the British case,
we have showed that the regional labour—market integration of skilled workers in the modern sector,
i.e., engineers, which is seen in the convergence process of workers’ wages, could be accounted for
firstly by changes in markets, such as the migration of the labour forces, and secondly by institutional
changes, such as the formation of collective bargaining on the national level. As for the Japanese case,
we have demonstrated firstly that the major market integration of skilled workers in the construction
sector, i.e., carpenters, moved from the West to the East in Japan, form the late Meiji era, and
secondly that there were some institutional responses to the changes in labour markets.
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