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In the cultural circle movements that sprang up locally in the 1950s, key figures played
a crucial role in developing small—group cultural activities by providing continuity and
leadership. At the same time, some key figures succeeded in organizing a wider network
of circles on a regional basis. It is clear that the presence or absence of such leaders
exerted a large impact on the breadth and intensity of such networks. This was especially
true of literary circles focused on poetry or novel writing. Here, the publication and
circulation of mimeographed magazines became imperative. The existence of nationwide
literary magazines that reprinted the most important work from local publications across
Japan became an important media form that promoted mutual awareness among the various
groups and invigorated their activities. Focusing on this feature this research
interviews individuals active in circle publications at the local and centralized levels
and surveys the pertinent literature.
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