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In the early 1970s, many academic societies in the United States launched women’s
committees, whose objectives were to investigate and support issues and agendas
related to women in the profession in general and in women in the academic disciplines.
This research project, taking academic societies of history, psychology, and education
as the case studies, explores both policies proposed by these women’s committees that
empowered women researchers and transformation of the academic societies. In
particular, this study tries to answer the following related research questions: 1) Who
was the key person in launching the women’s committees and what was the direct
cause for establishing the women’s committees? 2) What were the main agendas and
issues that the committees thought critical to promote gender equity in research
activities? 3) What support activities were possible if one began to recognize women as
both the subjects and objects of research?
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