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FFgeR R oM EL ($32) : Based on a questionnaire survey of special needs education schools
nationwide, we analyzed the prevalence of allergic diseases among students enrolled at
special needs education schools, and measures taken for them, to clarify the current
situation. The questionnaire was sent to 1,131 schools and responses were received from
500 (44.2%). The total number of students enrolled in these schools was 49,937, comprising
32,303 boys and 17,614 girls. The prevalence rate among students at special needs
education schools was 1.1 to 1.9 times higher, depending on the disease, than that among
students enrolled at regular elementary, middle, and high schools. However, the
male-female ratio and natural history were about the same. Measures for allergic diseases
were nearly the same at special needs education schools and regular elementary, middle,
and high schools. Understanding of the actual situation for asthma, atopic dermatitis, food
allergies, and anaphylaxis was higher at regular elementary, middle, and high schools,
whereas confirmation of drugs brought to school for allergic rhinitis, allergic conjunctivitis,
and atopic dermatitis was higher at special needs schools.
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