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WHZesERE4L (¥E)  Study on the relationship between reduction of grazing intensity
by sika deer and nitrogen leaching from surface soil
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WFFER R OME (3£30) : Nitrogen dynamics was observed in soil inside and outside of deer
exclosures located in forests in the Oku-Nikko area where deer have only lightly grazed.
Both the soil nitrogen mineralization rate and nitrogen leaching rate were lower outside
the exclosures than inside. Deer grazing has maintained the dominance of non-palatable
species for deer on the forest floor and inhibited recovery of the shrub layer. Litter supplied
from non-palatable species may therefore induce a decrease in soil nitrogen mineralization
and nitrogen leaching in the forests of the lightly grazed Oku-Nikko area.
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