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We had reported that expression profiles of mucins (MUC1, MUC2 and MUC4) are
closely associated with biological behavior of human pancreatobiliary neoplasms. We
tried to analyse of clinical human samples, i.e. pancreatic juices or bile duct juices,
used by a new method, MSE (methylation specific analysis) developed by us. This
new tool has a potential for the application to early diagnosis of pancreatobiliary
neoplasms. In addition, in intrahepatic cholangiocellular carcinoma, MUC16
expression is related to poor prognosis. In pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma, MUC17
expression rate in the papillary adenocarcinoma is higher than in the tubular
adenocarcinoma. Thus, MUC16/CA125 and MUC17, as well as MUC1 and MUCA4,
would be new useful prognostic markers in the pancreatobiliary neoplasm.
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