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We investigated autopsy cases of tigers and cats infected with H5N1. The animals had
eaten fresh chicken or dead pigeon carcass infected with H5N1 and died caused by high
fever and severe respiratory disorder. At necropsy, infected animals showed severe
hemorrhagic lesion in a systemic organ. HB6N1 related antigens was also detected in brain,
lung and liver by an immunohistochemical method. Furthermore, a viral gene was isolated
from lung tissue in infected animals and its showed high similarity to HoN1 isolated from
a human patient in Thailand.
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