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For the purpose of estimating the timing of primary infections by A pylori, H pylori
DNA in saliva of kindergartners and their parent was detected. An infection rate of A
pylori tended to go up with age, and was significantly different between 4— and 5—years—old.
Furthermore, HA. pylori—positivity rates for the mothers of children who were A
pylori—positive were significantly higher than the mothers of A pylori—negative children.
These findings support the notion that primary infection occurs in children under 3 years
of age, and the risk of A pylori infection may be high in the children at 4-5 years. In
addition, the fact that rates of A pylori positivity are high in the mothers of A
pylori—positive children suggests that infection to a child from a mother is the most

important factor.
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