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WFFER R OMEE (3£30) : We compared the pathological findings to the imaging assessed by
tissue characterization by intravascular ultrasound (IVUS) of the vulnerable plaque of
WHHL-MI rabbit and concluded that tissue characterization by IVUS was compatible to
the pathological findings. The wvulnerable plaques of WHHL-MI rabbits treated by
pitavastatin were compared to those without treatment by serial IVUS assessment. There
were no significant changes in plaque volume and components during the treatment
between groups; however, the fibrous contents significantly increased and lipid contents
significantly decreased in the inner part (near the vessel lumen) of the plaques during the
study period and between the groups. This findings suggested that the plaque stabilization
shown by the pathology is represented by the changes in the inner components of the
plaque assessed by the tissue characterization by IVUS.
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