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Osteopontin (OPN) is involved in pulmonary fibrosis by yet unknown mechanism. We
investigated if OPN polymerization leads to pulmonary fibrosis, and found followings. 1)
Polymeric OPN is a chemoattractant for neutrophils in vitro, 2) integrin a981 recognition
site is formed on polymeric OPN upon polymerization, 3) polymeric OPN is also attracts
neutrophils in vivo, 4) monomeric OPN, by converting into polymer, also attracts
neutrophils in vivo. These results strongly suggest polymerization of OPN can regulate
tissue accumulation of neutrophils that could induce fibrosis.
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