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WP R OBEE (J53L) : We generated mesodermal-specific SIP1 knockout mice. The
expression of type I and type III collagen mRNA in the fibroblasts of the mice was
suppressed, while MMP13 mRNA expression was up-regulated. The mice showed thinning of
dermis and subcutaneous fatty tissue. The injected sites of bleomycin, a skin fibrosis
inducer, showed attenuated fibrosis in the mice. Although SIP1 suppressed the expression
of E-cadherin in the process of epithelial-mesenchymal transition, SIP1 promoted the
collagen production in the process of skin fibrosis. We consider that SIP1 is one of the
target molecules for the treatment of scleroderma.
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