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SUMMARY OF BACKGROUND DATA: BDNF--a neurotrophin in DRG neurons--is
anterogradely transported to the spinal cord and transmits pain signals. Its presence in the
peripheral sites of degenerative 1\VDs has been recently reported, although its association with
discogenic pain remains unclear. Direct intradiscal application of the anti-BDNF antibody
significantly suppressed both CGRP production and the local concentration of BDNF. Our results
indicate a possible association between the local production of BDNF and the pathophysiology of
discogenic pain.
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