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WFZER% O ($32) @ Currently, | am in the middle of analysing the experimental data obtained
in the last 3 years. In order to understand the behaviour of the participating children in the
self-regulation and empathy tasks, | made transcripts based on the observation schedule. Twelve
children participated in the experiment. Two out of the 12 children participated in the experiment
twice. In the case of the girl who participated in the experiment twice, the ASD symptoms
manifested within an individual during a certain time span. The manifestation of ASD is
considered to vary significantly according to subject age span, type of and magnitude of symptom.
The girl demonstrated strong symptoms of ASD. However, the symptoms eased off with age
increase. Children at risk of ASD demonstrated good concentration on the experimental tasks
given, which may imply some abilities in self-regulation and in empathy. Both the case study and
the experimental data concerned with self-regulation and empathy are further being analysed.
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(1) Overview: | am in the middle of analysing
the experimental data obtained in the last 3
years. In order to understand the behaviour
of the participating children in the
self-regulation and empathy tasks, | made

transcripts based on the observation schedule.
Twelve children participated in the experiment.
Two out of the 12 children participated in the
experiment twice.

(2) Developmental Scale: For the purposes of
additional socio-linguistic and
cognitive-adaptive  assessment, the new
k-development scale was used. The results of
the scale, obtained by one-to-one interviewing,
enhanced the evaluation precision of the ASD
(Autistic Spectrum Disorder) diagnosis.

(3) Qualitative - Case Study: One of the two
children who participated twice, a girl,
participated for the first time at the age of 30
months.  Impairments in social interaction,
communication, and imagination typify ASD
(Wing, 1988). When participating for the
first time, the girl demonstrated the first two
out of these three impairments. With regard
to impaired imagination, due to lack of time, it
was not possible to determine whether the girl
was impaired or not.  Firstly, regarding
impaired social interaction, she indifferently
ignored the experimenter and manifested poor
social functioning showing no interest, no
connection, no eye contact and no sharing.
Secondly, with  respect to impaired
communication, she produced no verbal words
and lacked understanding of both verbal and
non-verbal language. However, when
participating for the second time several
months later, the girl positively demonstrated
her much improved social as well as
communicative abilities. Although there
could have been some experience effect, she
spoke and showed interest in the experiment
and therefore the experimenter managed to
obtain actual data on the tasks. In the case of
this girl, the ASD symptoms manifested within
an individual during a certain time span. The
manifestation of ASD is considered to vary
significantly according to subject age span,
type of and magnitude of symptom. The girl
demonstrated strong symptoms of ASD.
However, the symptoms eased off with age
increase. There is a continuity of symptoms
between autistic and non-autistic: Thus ASD
refers to a continuous spectrum of autistic
symptoms. Of course, the prognosis
trajectory is in no way linear. For example,
once gained function can be lost with age
increase. In extreme cases, it is possible that
gained function gets lost and then re-gained
then lost again. Furthermore, the repeated
loss and re-gain of function can manifest quite
differently for each ASD symptom, which
makes diagnosis and prognosis of ASD



difficult. The case study is currently analysed
further.

(4) Quantitative - Experiment: In the case of
the self-regulation task (a task deliberately
designed in order to induce intentionally
frustration in the subject), there were no
extreme emotional reactions. On the contrary,
even when presented with a deliberately
unsolvable task, some children eagerly
demonstrated long-time concentration while
attempting to solve the impossible. In the
empathy scores, there were some children who
were capable of the mature causal explanation
of the picture stories. These results show that
children at risk of ASD can sometimes
demonstrate superior levels of concentration.
(5) Future Research: This study gained much
interest and feedback from various colleagues
through conferential meetings and seminars.
It is intended that academic publication will be
attempted in domestic as well as international
journals.
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