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WFFER S OMEBE (32 30) © We recently reported a previously unknown peptidergic systemwithin
the lumbosacral spinal cord that uses gastrin—releasing peptide (GRP) to trigger erection
and ejaculation in male rats. The identification of a male—specific neural system
regulating sexual functions offers new avenues for potential therapeutic approaches to
male reproductive dysfunction. Furthermore, this study demonstrated that the spinal GRP
system appears to be a stress—vulnerable centre for male reproductive functions, which
may provide new insight into a clinical target for the treatment of stress—related erectile
dysfunction in men. More studies are needed at the molecular and behavioral levels to
investigate the potential determinants of sexually dimorphic brain—spinal cord neural

circuits and related clinical disorders in humans.
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