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TR FEOME (J530) : Mastery of control has been one of the central issues in the study of child
language acquisition since it is assumed in the study of the language faculty that the principles of control
are biologically determined.  This research project investigated Japanese-speaking children’s
knowledge of adjunct control by utilizing sentences containing two types of null subjects, PRO and null
pronominal, in temporal clauses. The experiment revealed that 3 to 5-year-olds acquiring Japanese
successfully identified both kinds of null subjects in the same way as an adult. This finding supports the
view that the control principles are innate.
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