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WFZeR RO EE (3530) : In this study, we focused on the grammaticalization of negative
question in Japanese dialects. Our main purposes of this study are; (1) to describe
grammatical meanings of sentence—final particles derived from negative question forms
in Japanese dialects spoken in Osaka, Tottori, and Miyazaki, (2) to examine the process
of grammaticalization from negative question forms to sentence—final particles, and (3)
to discuss the definition of the modality that requires agreement

By the descriptive approach, we concluded that those sentence—final particles are
modality markers which indicate that speaker requires hearer’ s agreement with their
opinion, and grammatically they do not have negative meaning any more although their
origins are negative question forms. The process of the grammaticalization can be
described as follows; firstly, negative question forms originally have several meanings
such as the question of negative proposition, or the requiring agreement with the positive
proposition. Secondly, by semantic bleaching and decategorization those (part of) forms
become modality markers that require hearer’ s agreement. We also discussed the
definition of the modality requiring agreement, which has not been described in detail
in the study of Standard Japanese
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